
 

 

  

 

  
  

 

  

 

 

  

  

  
  

  
  

 Web Sites to Bookmark 

Federal Business Opportunities        
www.fedbizopps.gov  
 
General Services Administration 
www.gsa.gov  
 
SBA Government Contracting and  
Business Development 
www.sba.gov/gcbd/  
 
Small Business Administration 
www.sbaonline.sba.gov  
 
Central Contractor Registration  
www.ccr.gov  
 
Government Agency Links   
www.usa.gov/agencies.shtml  
 
Excluded Parties List System  
epls.arnet.gov  
 
 
Women-Owned Businesses 
Links:  
 
National Association of  
Women Business Owners 
www.nawbo.org  
 
Small Business Administration: 
Contract Assistance for Women 
Business Owners 
www.sba.gov/GC/ 
indexprograms-cawbo.html  
 
Women's Business Center, Inc.   
www.womensbusinesscenter.org  
 
Women Impacting Public Policy 
www.wipp.org     

 

 

 

Hundreds of Women-Business Owners Flock to 
Learn How to Do Business with HHS  

Hundreds of women-business owners  
t rave led  coas t  to  coast  to
Washington, D.C. to obtain  the
knowledge and contacts so they could 
start the process of becoming HHS 
contractors and/or subcontractors. 
 
On March 26, 2008, the U.S.
Women's Chamber of Commerce™
Women-Owned Small Business
Industry Day featured HHS.  A packed  
auditorium listened intently as Debbie 
Ridgely, OSDBU Director, addressed  
the crowd.  She reported that in FY 
2007, HHS  exceeded its dollar goal  
for Women-Owned Small Businesses  
of $601,122 million!  
 
Currently, there are 650 Women-
Owned Businesses with contracts at  
HHS. The contracts run the full
spectrum of businesses, since HHS is  
so large and has so many operating 
divisions. Other speakers followed,
elaborating on the process to gain  
opportunities to contract with HHS. 
 
Reactions from Attendees 
Sophia Parker, a former contractor for 
a very large corporation working at  
NIH since 1999, decided to start her 
own company. She found that being a  
small business was a lot harder than  
she expected.  She stated that
Annette Owens-Scarboro, the NIH
Small  Business Specialist, “If she’s
fighting for us, we should be fighting 
for ourselves. I feel there’s hope!”  
 
“I’m interested in making it  in the  
federal government. I’m applying for 
an 8(a) certification”, said an owner 
of a Raleigh, NC staffing firm.  
 
A New Yorker was pleased to have 
the ability to present her company’s 
capabilities to the CDC. She felt her  
trip had been worth her while.  
 
A Dallas, TX-based business owner 
expressed confidence in being able to  
secure contracts with HHS after
having had the opportunity to present  
her 20-year old firm’s software to the 
right Small Busi ness Specialist and 
Contracting Officer. This  was her first  
i  n  t r o  d  u c  t i  on  t o  gove r  n  men t
contracting and she was very pleased 
by the results. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Hundreds of Wom en-Business Owners  
Attend HHS Industry Day  

Alexandra Jellerette, President of
Zane Networks was excited to
present her health information
technology.  

 
 
 

Annette  Owens-Scarboro and  
Jonathan Ferguson Listened to a   

Contractor’s Presentation  

HHS Contracting Specialists and 
Small Business Specialists from each 
of  the Operat ing D iv i s ions
pa  r t i c i p  a t ed  i n  one-on-one
interviews. The overall consensus of  
the women who participated that day  
was that it was very worth their   
investment of time and resources.  

 
 

HRSA Scores 100+ with Small
Business Outreach Event  

On April 10, the Health Resources and 
Services Administration  (HRSA) held  
an outreach event for 75 small
businesses, targeted to 8(a) firms, 
HUBZone firms, and Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small Businesses
(SDVOSB).   The conference, held in  
the Parklawn Building in Rockville,  
Maryland, featured more than 250  
one-on-one meetings between small 
businesses in attendance and
representatives of 14 HRSA Bureaus  
and other program offices. 
(Continued on page 3)  
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HRSA Scores 100+ with Small
Business Outreach Event  

(Continued from page 2)  

HHS’ OSDBU Director, Debbie Ridgely 
began the meeting with welcoming
remarks and an overview of the
Department’s small business program  
and priorities. She commended HRSA  
for their strong small business
contracting efforts.  Frank Murphy,
HRSA’s Contract Operations Branch
Chief, then gave an overview of
HRSA’s mission, contracting history
and future plans.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Debbie Ridgely - OSDBU Director,  

Welcomes Attendees
 

HRSA Contract Specialist, Debora
Pitts led the  Division of Procurement  
Management team in planning and
p r  o  d  u  c  i  n  g  t h e  c o  n f e  r  e n  c e .
Contracting staff also held ad hoc
meetings with small businesses
throughout the day. 
 
Attendees’ feedback showed that they  
were particularly appreciative of the
wide-ranging mix of contracting and
program personnel.  They were
excited to find the program personnel  
enthusiastic  and  “helpful”.  Business
owners and managers expressed that  
they had had “excellent  exposure” to
“engage” HR SA staff. They also
appreciated the opportunity to
network with other small businesses
between one-on-one appointments. 
 
Program evaluations prepared by
attendees and the enthusiastic
response of small businesses and
program representatives, proved the
event was an unqualified success.
Program Officials expressed their
interest in  making this an annual
event.   
 
HRSA scored 100+!  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Calendar 

April 28 - May 2, 2008  
Strategy Marketing  
Management 
Chicago, IL  
www.chicagoexec.net  
 
April 29-May 1, 2008  
17th Annual Veterans and  
Small Business Training and 
Outreach Conference  
Sparks, NV  
http://www.implanners.com/ 
veterans  
 
May 4-6, 2008 
Virginia Business Opportunity 
Fair Conference (VBOF)  
Hampton, VA  
http://www.vmsdc.org/vmsdc/ 
web/index.html  
 
May 8-9, 2008 
Florida Regional Minority 
Business Council 23rd Annual 
Business Expo 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
http://www.frmbc.org/bizexpo08/ 
index.html  
 
May 12-15, 2008  
4th National Minority Serving 
Institutions Research Partner-
ship (MSIRP) ’08) Conference  
Dillard University 
New Orleans, LA 
http://www.msirp2008.com/    

May 20, 2008 
Minority Enterprise Executive 
Council 9th Annual Financial 
Conference & Marketing to the 
Federal Government   
Washington, DC 
http://www.meecouncil.com/  
 
May 27-30, 2008  
SBIR/STTR National 
Conference  
Orlando, FL 
www.sbirflorida.org   
 
June 16-19, 2008  
Annual FAA National Small 
Business Procurement 
Opportunities Training 
Conference and Trade Show 
Las Vegas, NV  
http://www.asballiance.com/  
 
June 18-21, 2008  
National PowerNetworking 
Conference  
Atlanta, GA  
http://www.frasernet.com  
 
June 20, 2008 
Veterans Business  
Conference  
Freddie Mac Headquarters  
McLean, VA 
http://www.cbponline.org/ 
component  
 
June 24-26, 2008  
DOE’s 9th Annual Small 
Business Conference,  
Expo and Matchmaking 
Event 
San Antonio,  TX  
http://www.smallbusiness-
outreach.doe.gov  
 
June 26, 2008 
Alliance Texas 
Arlington, TX  
www.allianceforbiz.com  

Office of Small & Disadvantaged Business Utilization  

HHH Building 
200 Independence Ave.,  SW 
Washington, DC 20201  
Phone: (202) 690-7300  

www.hhs.gov/osdbu  
Subscribe to  “The HHS Pulse” here 
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